I. — The Alphabet. 
The number of characters which Mr. Clark uses, single or com- 
bined, to represent Ao sounds is twenty -nine. They are as 
follows : 



Vowels, a, i, e, o, u, ti. 
Gutturals, k, q, g, ng. 
Palatals, ch, j. 
Dentals, t, d, n. 



Labials, p, f, b, m. 
Semivowels, y, r, 1, v, w. 
Sibilants, s (c), sh, z. 
Aspiration, h. 



These letters all occur initially, except (i and v, which last letter 
seems scarcely to have a place in the language, being used mostly 
in transliterating Hebrew proper names, and occurring in only one 
Ao word, ova; but the sounds are of very different degrees of 
frequency at the beginning of syllables, the most frequent being t, 
a, m, s, k — and in this order. The least frequent, in order of 
infrequency, are ng, g, w, h, q, d, u, e, j. The final sounds of 
Ao words are, in a great majority of instances, vowels or nasals ; 
and, among the latter, the guttural nasal is extremely common. 
The letters k and r, in this position, are not infrequent ; but t, p, b 
^— the only other finals noted in pure Ao words — are seldom heard. 
Other languages of the Tibeto-Burman group make restrictions as 
to initial or final letters ; thus, in Garo, k, ng, t, p, y, 1 never occur 
as initials; the Lepcha allows as finals the vowels and k, ng, t, n, 
b or p, m, r, 1 only, but does not object to any of its sounds at the 
beginning of syllables ; the Tibetan permits at the end of syllables, 
besides vowels, the consonants g, ng, d, n, b, m, r, 1, s. 

The vowels in Mr. Clark's scheme have in general the Italian 
sour d, and, except the so-called long and short u, are not marked 
for quantity. The vowel a is heard as in * ah '; i as in * pin,' * pique '; 
e as in 'met,' *they '; o as in * not,' 'note'; u as in *boot*; u as 
in * but.' For the last character, which I employ for convenience 
in printing, Mr. Clark uses a looped v. This sound is very com- 
mon in the language. 

Of the pronunciation of the consonants, it is only necessary to 
remark that ch is heard as in * church*; g as in 'go'; and that c, 
which occurs only after s, is used to " prolong and slightly aspi- 
rate" that letter. It may be noted that c has the sound of s 
in Assamese, which may have determined its use here. Certain 
of the mutes are used interchangeably, according to taste or 
euphony, as t, d ; p, b ; g, k. 

A prominent feature of Ao phonetics is the absence of the aspi- 
rate mutes, which occur more or less in the Sanskritic languages 
of India. Not only are the sonant aspirates wanting — a character- 
istic of the Tibeto-Burman group in general — but the surd 
aspirates are wanting as well ; thus, one finds Rut for Ruth, 
Betlehem for Bethlehem, etc. 
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